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Feline Rescue of Northern California, Inc.


PO Box 215 / Cloverdale, CA  95425     707 494 5544     rescuefelines@gmail.com
Foster Care Program

Thank you for participating in the Feline Rescue of Northern California, Inc., (FRNC) Foster Care Program.  We appreciate your willingness to open your heart and home to homeless cats and kittens.   The guiding mission of the Foster Care Program is to give cats individualized care and socialization to prepare them for adoption.  Information gathered during the foster process helps us place cats in permanent homes that best meet their needs. 

This packet outlines the responsibilities and expectations of FRNC’s foster families. It should serve as a resource throughout your foster care experience.  Before taking your assigned foster cats/kittens home, please:
(i) review the overview of key responsibilities and policies; (ii) complete a foster application; and (iii)  
read and sign the foster care agreement.

Security.

Keep cats/kittens inside at all times.  Keep doors/windows closed at all times, unless covered with a screen that is securely in place.   (Particularly frightened cats can scratch through a screen.  In these cases, open windows only part way.)  
If a cat/kitten does manage to get outside, you must attempt to get the cat/kitten back inside immediately. If you delay, then the cat/kitten may get frightened and run away, decreasing your chances of getting the kitty back inside. Do not chase the cat/kitten as this may make him/her run further away from your home.  Try to remain calm, talk quietly to the cat, perhaps put some tuna or turkey on a plate and coax the cat with food.

If you cannot get the kitty yourself within 1-2 hours, call your mentor to determine a strategy to recapture the kitty.  FRNC has humane traps available for this purpose.

Safety.
Cat-proofing, and especially kitten-proofing, your home is much the same as child-proofing it!  Use the following tips as a guide to make your foster room and home safe for cats and kittens.  (Note:  Not all cats and kittens are rambunctious or accident prone.  However, it’s better to be safe.)   
Make sure the garbage, cleaning supplies and medicines are secure.
Check your refrigerator, oven, washer, dryer, freezer, dishwasher, etc., before these doors get closed.  Kitty may have leaped in. These horrible accidents happen more often than you would expect.

Watch that hot iron, or any other heavy items a kitty may knock down or pull down upon itself. 
Review a toxic houseplant list and remove all poisonous plants from your household. Or, to deter kitties from munching on poisonous and non-poisonous plants, you should spray with a product sold at pet stores for this very purpose.

Keep all small items like rubber bands, paper clips, needles, and fishhooks, dental floss – anything kitty can swallow – out of reach.

Never leave knives or razors in the bathroom or tub. Kitties love to play with these things and can cut their paws, tongue or gums.

Keep plastic bags, which can cause suffocation, out of reach.

Exposed electrical cords are a very real danger. Kitties might chew them and end up getting an electrical shock – this can cause mouth burns or even death. Encase cords in the plastic flexible tubing on the market for just this purpose. A product called “Bitter Apple,” available at pet stores, can be sprayed at regular intervals on the cords to discourage chewing as well.

Never leave stove burners on without a pot on them; serious burns can result if kitty gets curious. Also, pipes behind hot water heaters can cause burns if kitty hides there. Wood burning stoves and open fireplaces are also hazardous.

Housing.

You must provide a clean, safe environment for your foster cats/kittens. FRNC recommends that you use a spare bedroom or large bathroom as your “foster room.”  Once kitty is secure in its new environment, it may be able to transition to other parts of the house, interact with other pets, etc.  This depends on the age of kitty, how socialized it is, etc.
Feeding.  

Kittens:  At four weeks you can start introducing canned kitten food.  Mixing a little warm water with the canned food and placing it in a container with low sides (plate, cake pan, etc.) will usually do the trick.  Expect them to walk through it, too. No one ever said kittens were neat. After a few attempts, they will get the idea.  Feed them their last meal just before bedtime. They usually eat and then go straight to sleep.  At about five weeks, you can introduce dry kitten food, leaving it out during the day.  All cats and kittens need fresh water at all times.  Overfeeding can cause digestive problems. Frequent small meals are preferred to large meals.  If you notice problems – vomiting or diarrhea, please call your mentor.
Adult cats:  Feed dry or wet food, or both.  The amount of food depends on the cat (size, appetite, metabolism, etc.)  Leave fresh water out at all times.  Use a good quality cat food which has as its first ingredient a protein source, not a grain.  Your mentor can help you choose the right food. 
Litter box.  

Kittens should be introduced to the litter box when they start eating solid foods. They need a box with shallow sides: a cookie sheet or cake pan is perfect. After they have eaten, place them in the box. They will learn how to use the litter box very quickly. Orphans may need a little more assistance from you; simply pick them up and place them on the litter after each meal.

When you bring home your foster kitten(s), show them where you have placed their litter box.  Keeping the box clean is very important…daily cleaning is a must. No cat or kitten wants to use or smell a dirty litter box.  Have a sufficient number of litter boxes available for your cat or kittens.  Too many is much better than too few.  

Your mentor will be happy to answer any questions you might have about the type of litter to use.

Socializing your foster cat and kittens.    
We ask that you treat your foster cats/kittens with the same love and care that you give to your own companion animals. Daily attention (at least one full hour a day) from you and other family members or friends makes them more people-oriented and more adoptable! This includes petting, playing, cuddling, trimming nails and grooming.  By spending time with your foster cats on a regular basis, you will not only increase their chances of being adopted quickly, but you will also be able to determine their likes and dislikes – this helps us place them in homes with families that best meet their needs.  You should also monitor your foster cats for behavior problems, such as inappropriate urination or scratching furniture.  If problems arise, contact your mentor to 
discuss behavior modification strategies. FRNC is not responsible for damages that might occur to yourself, others in your household or your personal property as a result of feline behavior problems while in foster care.
If you have “cat-friendly” dogs in your household, please consult with your mentor about proper introductions with your foster cats/kittens. Felines who have been raised with dogs, and adult cats that enjoy (or at least tolerate) the company of canines, often have an advantage on adoption days!

Semi-feral kittens are a special challenge. These kittens can be socialized, but only with daily handling. Sometimes they will hiss and spit when you attempt to pick them up. Gently pick them up and hold them close to your body, giving them a sense of security. Speak softly as you pet them. These kittens need plenty of reassurance and attention. DO NOT give them a room in which they can hide from you. They need a box or crate in which to feel secure but you must have access to them at all times. They will not become socialized unless they are handled many times each day. They need to become accustomed to the sights and sound of people and a working home. This should be done gradually but consistently.
NOTE:  Children should not handle kittens under three weeks of age.  Do not allow unsupervised handling by children of any kittens.]
Medical.  
If your foster kitten displays any of these symptoms, call your mentor immediately:
• Sneezing and congestion with green or yellow discharge from the nose and/or eyes.

• Coughing, wheezing or heavy breathing.

• Diarrhea or vomiting – this can be life threatening to kittens!

• Straining to urinate or defecate – this can be life threatening, especially for male cats!

• Bleeding from any part of the body.

• Lethargy.

• Fever.

• Paralysis.

• Extreme change in attitude or behavior.

• Not eating or drinking regularly.

Please have specifics ready to give when contacting your mentor.

General and Emergency Veterinary Care.
FRNC covers all approved medical expenses for the cats and kittens in our foster program.   Before a cat or kitten is placed in foster care, it is tested, vaccinated and (if old enough) spayed / neutered.  It also receives a complete exam and is treated for any parasites or other problems. 

Once a foster cat or kitten is in your care, you are responsible for transporting him or her to the veterinarian for necessary medical care. Always use a secure carrier when transporting cats.  Should foster cats require care from veterinary specialists, FRNC will arrange appointments with approved veterinarians in the area.  
Foster parents must not medicate, bathe or shave any FRNC felines in their care without prior approval from the supervising veterinarian or FRNC.

Emergency care must be approved prior to the vet visit, if at all possible.  Call your mentor for guidance and approval. Otherwise, FRNC may not reimburse the veterinary expenses. On approval, you will be directed to an emergency clinic (if the local veterinary clinic is not available).   In the event of a serious emergency, if you can’t reach your mentor, please err on the side of caution, and take the cat to the vet!
Expenses.

FRNC covers all medical care expenses for foster cats as described above.  You are responsible for supplying food, litter and other supplies.  If you track your expenses and present your receipts to FRNC, you will receive a letter acknowledging your tax-deductible donation. Should your financial situation prohibit you from purchasing foster care supplies, please let us know.    

Term.

Your application to foster will ask you how long you are able to foster.  Ideally, we like cats fostered in one home until they’re adopted.  However, that is not always possible, and FRNC will respect any term you request.  Also, if the placement isn’t working for any reason, please notify your mentor immediately.  We’ll either try to resolve the problem or will be happy to take back the cat and place him / her in another foster home.
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